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    CTL News –February 2011
BELOW IS A QUICK ROUND UP OF THE LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS – BUT PLEASE KEEP WATCHING THE WEBSITE FOR MORE. (Booking forms and posters for all events downloadable from the website.)
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Well done to everyone who worked so hard to make the first Lancashire Sings Christmas a brilliant night! 73 groups signed up to take part in the end, and we’ve had some wonderful feedback about the relationships you’ve begun to build up with your local community venues as a result. The team at BBC Radio Lancashire is keen to work with us again, and the first conversations about Christmas 2011 have already begun! We will confirm the date as soon as we can, but we can say with confidence that it will definitely be happening again this year. To read Joe Wilson’s account of the whole event, have a look at http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/lancashire/hi/people_and_places/religion_and_ethics/newsid_9065000/9065423.stm
And to see some photos of how it went around the county, go to the gallery page on  www.lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk 
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CTL FORUM and AGM – evening of Wednesday 15th June 2011
Tabor Retreat Centre, Fulwood, Preston

More details and timings to follow – but for now, make sure that this year’s Forum date is in your diary! Remember, this is an open meeting to which everyone is welcome.
After a brief AGM, we’ll be looking at HOPE TOGETHER – a national ecumenical initiative which has grown out of HOPE 08, in which many of our churches were involved. I’m very excited about the inspiration HOPE TOGETHER offers us to deepen our partnerships with each other and with other agencies in love and service of our local communities – to find out more, take a look at www.hopetogether.org.uk 
……………………………………………………………………………………….
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There’s been great take up for our Ecumenical Study Day for all those engaged in a preaching or teaching ministry - “What Do We Teach Our Congregations About The Bible?” led by Professor Keith Ward on Wednesday, 2nd March 2011. The day is being organised in partnership by Churches Together in Lancashire, A Company of Speakers, and the Diocese of Blackburn. It will be held at St Cuthbert’s Church Centre, Fulwood, and will be free of charge. Please pass on the information and booking forms to all your clergy & preachers – there is still time to book but it’s running out fast!
[image: image5.wmf]And also on a Year of the Bible theme, all are warmly invited to Inspire.... An event organised by the Lancashire Methodist District for anyone with a desire to unlock more of the Bible
Keynote Speaker: Revd Tom Stuckey
Saturday 12th March 2011 , at Runshaw College, Leyland, 9:30am - 4pm 
Adults - £10, under 18s free   (Booking necessary, form available from www.ctlancashire.org.uk )

======================================================================
In the current climate of anxiety about the effects of Government cuts on the most vulnerable in society, many churches and CT groups are looking for guidance as to how to get involved both in advocacy and in care and support for those who will be worst affected. If this is something you care about, this day could be for you:
Have you found or lost FAITH IN THE BIG SOCIETY?
Blackburn Diocese Board for Social Responsibility and Third Sector Lancashire invite members of all denominations  to a day conference on Friday 25th March 2011 at St Cuthbert’s Church, Lytham Road, Preston PR2 3AP.
 Keynote speakers include Baroness Warsi, Conservative Party Chair, Mgr John Devine OBE., Churches’ Officer for the Northwest and Robert Beard, Policy Adviser for NAVCA and one time Anglican priest in Sheffield. There will be time, before the event and over lunch for a ‘market place’ to take place. 
(Booking necessary,  form available from www.ctlancashire.org.uk )
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Saturday 7th May 2011 
‘Make a Joyful Noise!' 
at St Wilfrid’s School and Blackburn Cathedral 
This is a BIG event for all ages, and open to all denominations and traditions. It will include workshops on choosing music for worship, choral skills, Taize worship, a ‘Rock School’, Iona music, contemporary worship, organ skills, leading successful choir practices. There will also be special sessions for primary-aged children. Leaders are to include John Bertalot, Graham Kendrick, Stephen Dean, Andy Silver, Phil Jacob, James Davy and Susan Witts. Bookstalls available. 
(Booking necessary, form available from www.ctlancashire.org.uk )

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[image: image7.wmf] “We don’t do God…”  - How to avoid losing faith in your community project 
An interactive and fun day ideal for any groups engaged in partnership with secular agencies. Reconnect your work to your deepest convictions and begin to integrate a down-to-earth theology into your frontline work 
 Date: Tuesday 15 March 2011 
Time: 9.45am – 3.30pm: starting promptly at 10.00am 
Cost: £10.00 including snack lunch 
Venue: St Mark’s Church, Westcliffe Drive, Layton, Blackpool FY3 7HG
Sponsored by Grange Park Open Door Project, Blackpool 
(Booking necessary, form available from www.ctlancashire.org.uk )
…………………………………………………………………………………………
To download publicity and booking forms for the above events, visit the CTL website:
www.ctlancashire.org.uk
To receive this emailing direct, or to share news or publicise events, contact

debbie.peatman@ctlancashire.org.uk
To spread the news from CTL around our congregations, print these pages out and put them up on your church notice board, or send them on to your newsletter / magazine editors.
Make sure you check the website for the latest news before your local Churches Together meetings!

Churches Together in Lancashire is your resource – please contact us if we can help or encourage you in partnership working in any way.
























